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eluded.    However, as I relate only what I know, I shall be
very brief upon this interesting event.
Laura succeeded.    Alberoni, at the moment he least expected
it, received a note from the King of Spain ordering him to
"withdraw at once, without attempting to see him or the Queen,
or to write to them; and to leave Spain in twice twenty-four
hours!    An officer of the guards was to accompany him until
his departure.    How this overruling order was received, and
"what the Cardinal did, I know not; I only know that he obeyed
it, and took the road for Arragon.    So few precautions had
"been taken, that lie carried off an immense number of papers ^
money, and jewels; and it was not until a few days had elapsed,
. that the King of Spain was informed that the original will of
Charles the Second could not be found.    It was at once sup-
posed that Alberoni had carried away this precious document
(by which Charles the Second named Philippe V. King of
Spain), in order to offer it, perhaps, to the Emperor, so as to-
gain his favour and good graces.    Alberoni was  stopped.    It
was not without trouble, the most terrible menaces, and loud
cries from him, that he surrendered the testament, and some
other important papers which it was perceived were missing.
The terror he had inspired was so profound, that, until this,
moment, no one had dared to show his joy, or to speak, though
the tyrant was gone.   But this event reassured every one against
his return, and the result was an unexampled overflow of de-
light, of imprecations, and of reports against him, to the King
and Queen, of the most public occurrences (which they alone
were ignorant of) and of private misdeeds, which it was no
longer thought necessary to hide.
M. le Due d'0rl<£ans did not restrain his joy, still less the
Abb£ Dubois; it was their work which had overthrown their
personal enemy; with him fell the wall of separation, so firmly
erected by Alberoni between the Regent and the King of Spain;
and (at the same time) the sole obstacle against peace.    This
last reason caused joy to burst out in Italy, in Vienna, in
London; and peace between France and Spain soon resulted.
The allied princes felicitated themselves on what had hap-
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